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CHARLOTTE MAYOR 


Mayoral hopefuls disagree on 
gay rights, streetcar, toll lanes 


Kenny Smith, GOP candidate 


BY STEVE HARRISON 
sharrison@charlotteobserver.com 


Mayor Pro Tem Vi Lyles and 
at-large City Council member 
Kenny Smith, Charlotte’s may- 
oral candidates, have found 
themselves on the opposite 
sides of numerous votes, in- 
cluding LGBTQ legal protec- 
tions, the streetcar and toll 
lanes. 

But in the four years they 
have served together - they 
were both elected in 2013 - they 
also have similar votes on ex- 
panding light rail, body cameras 


for police officers and some 
environmental issues. 

Here is how Lyles, a Demo- 
crat, and Smith, a Republican, 
compare on a number of high- 
profile issues over the past four 
years. 


PUBLIC SAFETY 

Smith made public safety and 
the city’s rising homicide rate a 
focus of his campaign when he 
expected to run against Mayor 
Jennifer Roberts. 

Smith and Lyles have a much 
more similar record on police. 

Both voted in favor of the 
2016 and 2017 budgets that 


hired more police officers. They 
both voted to buy body cameras 
for police officers, a move that 
former police chief Rodney 
Monroe supported. Both backed 
trying to get subpoena power for 
the Citizens Review Board, a 
change the Fraternal Order of 
Police opposed. 

After the Keith Scott protests, 
Roberts said the city needed to 
be more transparent in releasing 
body and dash camera footage 
from the shooting. Lyles and 
Smith, however, both gave their 
full support to the Charlotte- 
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Coming soon: 
Robots that 
patrol streets, 
guard homes 


BY TIM JOHNSON 
tjohnson@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

The security guard of the 
future is an all-seeing robot, 
endowed with laser scanning, 
thermal imaging, 360-degree 
video and sensors for all kinds 
of signals. 

Only, the future is now. Doz- 
ens of the self-propelled, 
wheeled robots are already on 
patrol in places like the Golden 1 
Center arena in Sacramento, a 
residential development near 
Tampa, and at venues in Bos- 
ton, Atlanta and Dallas. 

They are cheaper than human 
beings, require no health insur- 
ance, never clamor for a raise 
and work 24 hours a day. They 
also sometimes do daffy things, 
like fall into fountains. 

A Mountain View, California, 
start-up, Knightscope, contracts 
out four types of indoor and 
outdoor robotic sentinels. So far, 
it has put 47 in service in 10 
states. 

“We’re about to see a rising of 
this type of technology,” said 
Stacy Dean Stephens, a cofoun- 
der of Knightscope, as he stood 
beside a white model dubbed 
K5. “It’s very reasonable to 
believe that by the end of next 
year, we'd have a couple of 
hundred of these out.” 

The Knightscope robots are 
both friendly, with calming blue 
lights, and imposing in size. 

“They get attention,” Ste- 
phens said. “There’s a reason 
they’re five-and-a-half feet tall. 
There’s a reason they are three 
feet wide, weigh over 400 
pounds, because you want it to 
be very conspicuous.” 

The advent of self-propelled 
autonomous robots, though, has 
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ABOVE: Hikers 
cross the Linville 
River next to the 
Linville Falls 
Visitor’s Center, 
just off the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, 
on Thursday. In 
most years North 
Carolina 
experiences a 
long and colorful 
fall season. This 
year, because of 
later-than-normal 
warmth, colors 
are muted so far, 
but there’s hope 
for a late burst of 
bright color. 


FALL COLORS MUTED IN NC MOUNTAINS — SO FAR 
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LEFT: Todd 
Trimmer, Wayne 
Johnson, Kathy 
Johnson and 
Annie Trimmer 
take in the 
autumn sights 
from the Chestoa 
View overlook on 
the Blue Ridge 
Parkway in Avery 
County. 
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